10. "How can a loving God send somebody to hell?"
The last thing God wants is for anyone to end up in hell. The Bible says that God is "not willing that any
should perish" (2 Peter 3:9) and that He "desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of
the truth" (1 Timothy 2:4). God did more than simply proclaim His desire that none should perish. He
actually proved His desire to save people when He left the glories of heaven in the person of Jesus and
came to earth to die on the cross for our sins (John 3:16; Romans 5:8). Having paid the penalty for
mankind's rebellion, God now graciously offers forgiveness and everlasting life as a gift (Romans 6:23) to
all who will put their trust in Jesus.
If people reject God's grace; turn away from the testimony of their own conscience (Romans 2:15), the
testimony of creation (Psalm 19:1-6; Acts 14:16-17), and the wooing of the Holy Spirit (John 16:8); and
say, "I will have nothing to do with God," God will, in the end, allow them to have their wish (2
Thessalonians 1:9). As C.S. Lewis said, "The damned are, in one sense, successful, rebels to the end.. .the
doors of hell are locked on the inside." In the end, those people who end up in hell will have only
themselves to blame. Hell is the end of a path that is chosen to some degree in this life, here and now,
day by day.
Great quote about eternity:
"There are only two kinds of people in the end: those who say to God, "Thy will be done,' and those to
whom God says, in the end, 'Thy will be done.'"
C.S. Lewis (1898-1963), professor and author. The Great Divorce (Mac-Millan, 1946), p. 72.

